
 

 

Newsletter 26-27 - Autumn 1 - 25th 
September 

The Week Ahead 

Monday 28th September: 



PE: 1 Donaldson and 5 Leonard 

Clubs: Mini-Athletics, Football Squad (Invite Only)  

 

Tuesday 29th September: 

PE: 2 Jeffers, 4 Morpurgo, 6 Anderson 

Clubs: Artikids 

 

Wednesday 30th September: 

PE: Reception Ladybirds, 1 Donaldson, 3 Dahl, 5 Leonard 

Clubs: Minecraft Club, Cookstars 

 

Thursday 1st October: 

PE: 2 Jeffers, 4 Morpurgo 

Clubs: Prime Sports Coaching - Football 

 

Friday 2nd October: 

PE: 3 Dahl, 6 Anderson 

In This Edition 
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• Community News and Events 

• Contact Us 

Awards and Certificates 

 

Values Awards 

Noah W, Eloise B, Louis H, Alfie T, Lani P, Grayson F, Cleo H, Cain P 

 

PE Stars 

Ronnie R, Noah M, Amber-Louise C, Lukas S, Karum A-E, Antoni L 

 

Handwriting Awards 



Barnaby J 

 

Clubs Awards 

Lola M 

 

House Points 

Yellow Eagles - 105 

Green Falcons - 159 

Blue Hawks - 107 

Red Kestrels - 82 

Congratulations to Green Falcons who are this week's winners! 

Mrs Shanks - Assistant Headteacher 

Those of you with us last year will remember me writing to you to explain that I was reducing 

my days of work to three per week and  Mrs Honeybourne would become Co-Headteacher for 

the remaining two days. 

In order to strengthen the leadership team even further, we advertised for a new 'Assistant 

Headteacher' for our school and we are delighted that Mrs Shanks was successful in her 

application.  Mrs Shanks remains as our SENCo and Inclusion Lead but being Assistant 

Headteacher recognises the important work she does throughout the school with children, 

families and staff.   

Congratulations Mrs Shanks! 



Reception Open Day 

 



Hello Yellow 

 

On Friday 9th October, we will be taking part in Hello Yellow, to raise funds for Young Minds. 

Pupils can come to school wearing a  yellow item instead of one item of their uniform in 

exchange for a donation! Donations can be made online at 

https://fundraise.youngminds.org.uk/s/11182/12282 or with cash in school 

Parents' Evening 

 

We will be holding our Autumn Term parents' evenings on Thursday 15th October and Tuesday 

20th October, from 3:30pm -  6:30pm on both nights. Instructions for booking a slot will be sent 

home in the near future. 

https://fundraise.youngminds.org.uk/s/11182/12282


School Photos 

 

We have our individual and sibling school photographs scheduled for Thursday 15th October. 

Please send your child to school in full school uniform (not PE kit) and looking their best in 

preparation for these. 

Harvest Festival 

 

We will be holding our Harvest Festival on Wednesday 21st October in school time, and will be 

collecting donations for Gillingham Food Bank. Please send your child to school with any 

donations in the morning. Please see the below message from the Food Bank for a guide to 

what would be most useful. 

We remain well stocked for beans, pasta, soup, cereal and tinned vegetables, but would 

appreciate any other non-perishable food items. We would also appreciate other necessities 

such as shampoo & conditioner, shower gel, toothpaste, liquid soap & bars of soap, deodorant, 

tissues and toilet rolls. 



OPAL 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

We are delighted with the early success of our OPAL programme, which is already having a 

hugely positive impact on playtimes across the school. The new Large Loose Parts area has 

quickly become a favourite, with children demonstrating impressive creativity, teamwork and 

problem-solving skills as they build, design and invent together. Our mud kitchen has been 

buzzing with activity, providing wonderful opportunities for imaginative play, collaboration and 

communication. It has been fantastic to see children of all ages engaged in purposeful, child-led 

play, developing confidence and friendships as they explore the new resources. 

We are excited to continue developing our OPAL provision and look forward to sharing more of 

the children's adventures and achievements in the coming weeks. As our mud kitchen continues 

to grow in popularity, we would be very grateful for any donations of old kitchen utensils, pots, 

pans, jugs, mixing bowls, herbs, spices or other suitable items that could help enrich the 

children's imaginative play experiences. 



Dates For Your Diary 

 

Here you will find information regarding upcoming dates to be aware of. Further dates for later 

in the year can be found on our website calendar. 

• Friday 9th October - Hello Yellow - mental health day 

• Thursday 15th October - School Photos  

• Thursday 15th October - 3:30pm-6:30pm 

• Tuesday 20th October - 3:30pm - 6:30pm 

• Wednesday 21st October - Harvest Festival 

• Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October - Autumn Half Term 

• Monday 2nd November - INSET DAY 

• Friday 13th November - Children In Need 

• Thursday 10th December - Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day 

• Thursday 17th December - Class Christmas Parties 

• Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January - Christmas Holidays 

• Friday 12th February - INSET DAY 



• Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February - Spring Half Term 

• Wednesday 3rd March - Friday 5th March - Year 5 Residential 

• Friday 26th March - Bank Holiday 

• Monday 29th March - Friday 9th April - Easter Holidays 

• Monday 12th April - INSET Day 

• Monday 3rd May - Bank Holiday 

• Friday 28th May - INSET Day 

• Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June - Summer Half Term 

• Wednesday 21st July - Last day of school year 

Safeguarding at Gillingham Primary School 

 

Gillingham Primary school is committed to providing a safe and secure environment for children, 

staff and visitors and promoting a climate where children and adults will feel confident about 

sharing any concerns, which they may have about their own safety or the well-being of others.  

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children in our school is the responsibility of the 

whole school community.  All adults working in this School (including visiting staff, volunteers 

and students on placement) are required to report instances of actual or suspected child abuse 

or neglect to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)  who is a member of the school’s 

leadership team. 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is: Mrs Sue Preston (Headteacher) 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are:  Mrs Ashlee Honeybourne (Deputy Head) Mrs 

Cathryn Cosh (Parent Support Worker) and Mrs Tamar Shanks (SENCO) 



Resources and Information 

 



 

 



 



 



 



Community News and Events 

 



 

Contact Us 

 



If you need to contact the school, there are several ways to do so. You can drop into reception 

when you drop your child off in the morning, or you may find it easier to contact via phone or 

email as it can get busy at drop-off and pick-up. 

 

Gillingham Primary School 

School Road 

Gillingham 

Dorset 

SP8 4QR 

01747 823245 

office@gillinghamprimary.dorset.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at www.gillinghamprimary.dorset.sch.uk 
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